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long remembered in Montgomery County and 
throughout Southwest Virginia. 
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HONORING DR. BARBARA DAVIS 

HON. ANN MARIE BUERKLE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Barbara Davis for 25 years of 
service to the Hebrew Day School in Syra-
cuse, New York. 

Dr. Davis earned her Bachelor’s Degree 
from Barnard College and received an M.A. 
and Ph.D. from Columbia University. She 
began her relationship with the Syracuse He-
brew Day School in the mid-1980’s. She was 
a parent volunteer and served as chair of the 
Education Committee. Her service escalated 
in 1986 when she agreed to serve as co-prin-
cipal of the school along with Dr. John Blasi, 
a position she would hold for the next 25 
years. 

For two and a half decades, Dr. Davis was 
the leader of the Syracuse Hebrew Day 
School. During her tenure there she was in-
strumental in the school’s growth; a new wing 
was constructed, student enrollment hit record 
high numbers, and the endowment fund grew 
to nearly $500,000. 

In addition to her work at the Syracuse He-
brew Day School, Dr. Davis serves as a Pro-
fessor Emerita of Modern Languages at Onon-
daga Community College. She was also a 
member of the first Lookstein Center Prin-
cipals’ Seminar at Bar Ilan University, a selec-
tive intensive program combining seminars in 
Israel and America. 

Dr. Davis’ dedication to her community is 
not only seen in her role at the Syracuse He-
brew Day School, but also in her countless 
hours of volunteerism and participation in nu-
merous organizations. She serves on the 
board of RAVSAK, the Jewish Community Day 
School Network, she is executive editor of the 
quarterly journal of Jewish education, Ha 
Yidion, and has co-authored a forthcoming 
history of the Syracuse Jewish Community. 

Dr. Davis has played a significant role in the 
lives of so many people, especially youths, 
with her dedicated service to our community. 
Her passion and leadership have made the 
Syracuse Hebrew Day School and the area it 
serves a better place. I thank Dr. Davis for her 
service and am proud to honor her here today. 
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FORTNEY H. ‘‘FISH’’ STARK III 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I submit for the 
RECORD a statement written by my 16-year-old 
son, Fortney H. ‘‘Fish’’ Stark III. 

In 2004, I visited the Democratic National 
Convention with my dad. I don’t remember 
much, being 8, but I do remember my visit 
with Dennis Kucinich. He was a little 
quirky, in a Ron Paul kind of way, but he 
was earnest, he was friendly, he was sincere, 
and he believed in what he was doing. Some-
one took a photo of us that night—I was al-
most as tall as him, even at 8—and he sent 
me a copy, signing it: 

‘‘Dear Fish: Someday I hope to come to the 
convention to help nominate YOU! Thank 
you for your support. Your Friend, Dennis 
Kucinich.’’ 

Congressman Kucinich wasn’t a perfect 
politician. At times he’s more concerned 
with taking a principled stand than trying to 
negotiate a principled compromise. But even 
though he was quirky and at times obsti-
nate, he stood out in Congress because he 
truly believed in what he was doing, because 
he was passionate and never said die, because 
he was willing to stand up and say something 
that he believed needed to be said when no 
one else would stand up with him, because he 
believed strongly that our children needed to 
live in a word free from war, enjoy lives free 
of hunger, in families free from poverty. 

Congressman Kucinich looks like he’s 
going to lose in his primary campaign to-
night. Congresswoman Kaptur is a great 
lady, even if she does have a penchant for 
needless military spending and has been 
flimsy on pro-choice issues. She’ll do great 
things for the district, I know it. 

But I want to honor Congressman Kucinich 
by sharing what he taught me—that it’s OK, 
even when you’re alone, to stand up for 
something if you feel it is right. I don’t 
think—few do—that we should run the coun-
try exactly as Congressman Kucinich be-
lieves we should, but there always needs to 
be someone to say the things that he is say-
ing—to have the bold ideas, even if they’re 
not always feasible, to have the idealism and 
hope, even if it’s sometimes fleeting. 

‘‘Courage is when you know you’re licked 
before you begin, but you begin anyway and 
you see it through no matter what’’—Atticus 
Finch, To Kill a Mockingbird 

Congressman Kucinich made this quote 
come alive for me. He stood up for peace, for 
health care, for the environment, for reform, 
even when he knew he wasn’t going to win— 
because he believed in it. And while he never 
should have (and never did) run the table, he 
always brought something to our national 
discussion that contributed. It was a light, 
an optimism, a compassion, and a human-
ism. 

He was willing to take a political bullet to 
spread that message. Tonight, that’s what 
happened. Here’s to a courageous man who 
stood up for what he believed in, who stood 
up for helping others, and who would rather 
lose an election than lose his principles. A 
man who taught an 8-year-old that believing 
in yourself held a far greater reward than 
selling yourself. 

Rock on, Dennis. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF MASSACRES AGAINST ARME-
NIANS IN SUMGAIT 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, once again I rise 
on behalf of the thousands of Armenian Amer-
icans in my congressional district to remember 
the evening of February 27, 1988, when a 
murderous campaign began against Christian 
Armenian civilians living in Sumgait, Azer-
baijan. Tragically, police in nearby Baku ig-
nored the atrocities and allowed the rampage 
to continue for three days. 

Azerbaijani rioters murdered, raped and 
maimed Armenians, throwing women and chil-
dren from windows and burning victims alive. 
While some estimate that more than 30 indi-
viduals were killed and more than 200 injured, 

others estimate that hundreds were murdered. 
The Soviets banned journalists from entering 
the area and, for two decades, Azerbaijani au-
thorities relentlessly covered up, ignored and 
whitewashed these tragic events. 

Even worse, many believe the atrocities 
were officially sanctioned by Azerbaijani au-
thorities to send a clear message to the Arme-
nians, who were peacefully demonstrating 
against Azerbaijani repression and discrimina-
tion in Nagorno Karabakh just days before the 
massacre. 

The anniversary of this horrifying moment in 
history serves as yet another call to action to 
build a more peaceful and just world. The 
United States must stand firmly against re-
pression and human rights abuses. 
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NATIONAL BREAKFAST WEEK 

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, this week is Na-
tional Breakfast Week, and every child should 
start the day with a healthy breakfast—wheth-
er it’s served at home or at school. 

A healthy breakfast provides the fuel a 
young body needs to stay alert. Studies have 
consistently shown that children who eat 
breakfast do better in school than those that 
go to school hungry. 

Eating breakfast not only can help children 
improve their academic performance, but sta-
tistics show it improves their behavior and re-
sults in fewer school absences. 

Unfortunately, breakfast is not always on the 
menu for millions of American children. 

According to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, one in five children live in a home 
where food is not always available. Finding 
workable solutions to the problem of hunger in 
America, and feeding America’s children is a 
top priority. 

The ‘‘Share Your Breakfast’’ program—a 
partnership between Kellogg’s and Action for 
Healthy Kids—is working to achieve this goal. 
The ‘‘Share Your Breakfast’’ campaign seeks 
to provide one million breakfasts to kids by in-
creasing participation in school breakfast pro-
grams across the country. 

I encourage my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans to Celebrate National Breakfast Week by 
sharing their breakfast with a child in need. 
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HONORING JOSEPH P. MURPHY 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Joseph P. Murphy of Rye, NY. 
Leaders of local veteran groups, as well as 
students and graduates of the United States 
Service Academies and their families, will join 
me Tuesday, March 13 in honoring Mr. Mur-
phy for his three decades of distinguished vol-
unteer service as chair of New York’s 18th 
Congressional District’s Service Academy Re-
view Board. 

Each fall, my Service Academy Review 
Board interviews several dozen young men 
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